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The MS MindShift Brain Bulb
wheelchair accessible hot air balloon
will be at the festival. courTESY PHOTO

NJ balloon
festival still
evolving

Jenna Intersimone

Central Jersey Courier News

and Home News Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK — NEW JERSEY

READINGTON - The QuickChek
New Jersey Festival of Ballooning con-
tinues to evolve during its now more
than 3 k-decade life.

The annual summertime event,
which draws more than 150,000 peo-
ple to Solberg airport the last weekend
in July, has seen its fair share of firsts —
big-name concerts, one-of-a-kind

Festival
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shows and uniiie balloons.

This year's affalr, the 37th edition,
will be no different, with o handiul ofel-
ements making theirdebut.

Extreme trampellne show

ers can catch Flippenows, which utilizes
‘tup trampoline artists in the country, in
the Family Fun Pavilion where they will
ily as high as 20 festabave the ground,
performing death-defying single, dou-
ble and teiple flips.

Even ehis and snowboards will be
part of the show, which Is nlse stuffed
with plenty of comedy, action and n
high-cnergy  soundtmck.  Flippenout
has perfonned its heart-pounding en-
tertainment for the NFL, NBA and
NCAA, oswellas at fairs and festivalsajl
over the wold.

Speclal-shaped balloons
Perhaps the most unique fasture of
festival is its lv mass as~
censlons of about 100 hot air balloons,

which take flight 6:45 p.m, Friday and
5:45 am. and 645 paom. and

If you go

Quithchek New Jarasy Festival of
‘Balloonlng

Whent 1 t0 10 p.m. Friday; 6 &m. to 10
P Saturday; 60.m. to B p.m. Sunday

Whores Solberg Airport, 33 Thor Sol-
berg Road, Whitehouse Station

‘Mass ascenslonss 6:45 p.m. Friday: 6:45
=.m.and 6:45 p.m, Saturday and Sua-~
day,weather permitting

Cost $12 1o $15 for kids, 530 1o $35 for
adulls

Information: bafloonfestival.com

thon100 million records. Plus, accord-
ing to festival exscutive producer How-
ard Freeman, they also make fora show
thutuppeals to all ages.

“Towyeheardof them, yourkids huve
heard of them and yuwr parents have
heard of them, 8o they're multi-penera-
tiomal and just the perfect summer
band," he said,

Wheelchairaccessible balloon to
offer tethorad rides

Thanks to the M5 MindShift “Bmin
Bulb® hot air balloon, those in wheel-
chairs will nowbe ableto. experience the

Sundny,

Each yeoy, the festlval brings new
spacial-shaped ballouns to the lineup,
and 2019 is no diffeient. Visitors ean

heek apairofcop i robbers (the
#6-font-tall Keystone Cop and the g4~
foot-tail Con Air); a 110-not-tall High
Hitty Japanese cat of gnad fortune; and
the 98-foot-tall Kerinie The Frog, which
are all part of the 10 special-shape bal-
Inon lineup.

Blggest-ever major headilner
returns

In this case, iU's a retum of the first.

The Beach Boys were the festival's
first major headliner when they per-
forned here in 2000, and after Y years,
they’re back in uction at the festival,
making them the biggest headliner ta
aver play an eneore at the festival,

The Rack & Roll Hall of’ Famers have
performed more concerts than any ma-
fvr rock band in hiswry, seiling more
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foy of the
‘ballvor’s first-ever offering of tothered
ridesat the festival.

The 75-foot-tall, 120,000 cbie-fovt
MS MindShilt Brain Bulbwhedchairace
cessTle hotalr balloon will be featared
at the festival “as a way to Jiterally ele-
vate the importance of having 2 brain
first ive in MS,” fing ton.
Telease.

Presented by Celgene Corporation
and the Mulliple Sclerosis Assaclation
of Amerfea (MSAA), the orponizations
hope to mise swareness of multiple
scleresis (MS) and the importance of
‘brain health theough the h'nllnm rides.

Jemia i i ‘ ing
[ood, drink and fun in the Ganlen Stote
Jor the USA Toduy Network New Jersey
siuce 208, ufter becoming o blogyger-
tnred-reporter following tie crenlivn
af er award-winning trozel Hog. Burs
e ratsed throughout every éorner of
NJ, shes o tried-und-irue Jersey girl
Contact her at Jintesimone@Gan-
nett.com or follow her @hntersinone.
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The Beach Boys are headiining this year's GuickChek New Jorsey Festival of
Ballooning. COUATESY OF THE BEACH BOVS




