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George Thorogood and the Destroyers
coming to Ba]loomng Festival thlS summer

RUSS MENSCH
QUICKCHEK NEW JERSEY FESTIVAL
OF BALLOONING

READINGTON —
George Thorogood and
the Destroyers will bring
their “Rock Party Tour
2017" to the biggest party
of the summer as “The
World's Greatest Bar
Band” headlines the 35th
annual QuickChek New
Jersey Festival of Bal-
looning in Association
withPNC BankonFriday,
July 28.

Presented by PNC
Bank, George Thorogood
and the Destroyers will
perform on the festival's
opening day at 8 p.m. fol-
lowing the first sched-
uled mass hot air balloon
ascension. A fireworks
extravaganza will imme-
diately follow the concert
as the largest summer-
time hot air balloon and
music festival in North
America launches its
35th anniversary cele-
bration.

Tickets for the concert
at Solberg Airport in Rea-
dington are for sale at
www.balloonfestival.
COI.

The band is donating
$1 from each ticket saleto
help the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society find

cures for leukemia, Iym-
phoma, Hodgkins dis-
ease and myeloma; en-
sure access to treatments
for blood cancer patients;
and improve the quality
of life of patients and
their families.

With more than 40
vears of touring and re-
cording, 15 million al-
bums sold, and 8,000 live
shows, George and his
longtime band — Jeff Si-
mon (drums, percussion),
Bill Blough (bass guitar),
Jim Suhler (rhythm gui-
tary and Buddy Leach
{saxophone) — remain
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George Thorogood and the Destroyers is set to headline the
35th New Jersey Festival of Ballooning on Friday, July 28.

among the most relent-
less and relevant classic
rock acts on tour today.
Formed in Delaware,
the band has amassed a
catalog of hits that in-

cludes “Who Do You
Love,” “I Drink Alone,”
“One Bourbon, One

Scotch, One Beer,” “Move
It On Over,” “Get A Hair-
cut” and the anthemic
“Bad To The Bone.” The
band has released 16 stu-
dio albums — including
six Gold and two Plati-
num discs on Rounder,
EMI and Capitol —but it’s
their powerhouse live

performances that have
made GT&D legendary.

And the “Rock Party
Tour” promises to raise
the bar, rock the house
and tear off the roof like
never before (if the lesti-
val had a roof).

“We play for a differ-
ent audience every night,
and that keeps it fresh,”
said Thorogood. “There
are people who've never
seen us before, and we
have to impress them.
There are fans that keep
coming back, and we
want to surprise them.
This is my job. I've al-
ways loved it,and I love it
now more than ever.”

“We call Friday ‘Bal-

loons, Tunes and Booms'
in reference to our mass

balloon ascension, con-
cert and fireworks.
George can rock the
tunes and booms all by
himself,” said festival
Executive Producer
Howard Freeman. “We're
excited to have him head-
line opening day and
we're also very pleased to
help him do well by doing
good in supporting the
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society.,”

For tickets and festi-
val information, visit
www.balloonfestival.
com.



